The Old Man in the Cemetery

Marvin has the gift of encour-
agement and compassion. | believe
God has given him a special love for
others, which he has used often down
through the years. Since moving to
Olathe, he has enjoyed walking in the
cemetery behind our home & asking
God to make him a blessing to some-
one each day. God has honored that
request often.

This is being written solely for
the purpose of giving God the glory,
and to show His faithfulness. Nothing
else. God reaches down when we cry
for help, and sends what | call a “God
Hug” at just the right time!

Getting old has never both-
ered us until lately when so many
health problems started showing up. It
doesn’t matter what confronts us. God
doesn’t stamp “expired or recalled”
on us. He uses us as long as we have
breath if we will not get discouraged
& keep depending on Him. Sounds sim-
ple enough—huh? Yep, as long as it
applies to someone else.

A few weeks ago our family
started to notice signs that terrified
us. | kept thinking and praying “surely
it was just something else, not what
was in our minds.” My oldest son
insisted that we have Dad checked,
even against his will. | just couldn’t do

that! We don’t keep secrets from each
other, so again | asked God to under-
take. The following week end Marvin
came to me and said that he was wor-
ried that his memory was slipping. So
with his okay, we had the doctor test
him. .

Sure enough, we got the news that we
feared most. Marvin was diagnosed
with early stage Alzheimer’s. The doc-
tor prescribed him Aricept. Needless
to say our whole family was heart bro-
ken. This took several nights of crying
into our pillows, & trying to think how
we would cope. Myself, | knew that
only God could get us through. God
says in His word that he will give us
strength. Marvin was devastated. He
said that he was going to withdraw
from every one. Our son Kevin talked
to him and said that withdrawing
would be the worst thing he could do
because “God isn’t through with you
yet.”

A couple of weeks later, when
things were at a very low point,
Marvin went out to take his walk in
the cemetery. He came across this
young girl sitting by a grave crying.
Marvin felt compelled to talk to her,
but hesitated, because he knew how it
could easily turn out wrong. Then
Marvin felt such a strong urge, that he
knew God was prompting, so he
approached the girl. | won’t go into
every thing that Marvin said to her
because God took over the conversa-
tion. Marvin talked to her about the
love of God & how Jesus understood
her pain He visited with her for quite
some time then he took her hand &
prayed with her. Several times he
noticed her laughing as he talked, but
he continued on. When he finished the
young girl asked if she could say some-
thing. She told Marvin how her grand-
ma had died a few weeks ago on Good
Friday. Before her grandmother die,
she had been laying beside her and
feeling sad, so she asked her grandma
if there was any way her grandmother
could let her know if she was in
Heaven after she died... to send her

some kind of a sign. Well the girl had
been waiting for a sign and she was
thrilled that Marvin was talking to her.
She told Marvin, “You are my sign! You
sound just like my grandma. You say
the very same things she did when she
was alive.” Marvin was so excited
when he came home. He said, “I guess
Kevin was right, God can still use me.”
The tears were streaming down both
our faces.

The next day Marvin got a
phone call. It was the girl’s dad. He
thanked Marvin for talking to his
daughter. He said that she had come
home with a big smile on her face,
and told them all about the conversa-
tion with Marvin. She had gotten her
sign from God. Grandma was safe with
the Lord! How about that “God hug”?
We all had a great God hug over that!
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